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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

October 17, 2011
CONTACT: Val Kogan, MARBC President            tel: (484) 467-7444,  e-mail: val@ma-rbc.org
The Mid-Atlantic-Russia Business Council will Host the
15th and 16th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Weeks

Philadelphia, PA - The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council (MARBC) will host the 15th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT) in Moscow, Russia and the Mid-Atlantic region from November 14 - December 2, 2011 and the 16th RANIT in Philadelphia and Boston from June 14-21, 2012. The Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week is designed to bring together entrepreneurs, scientists, venture capitalists, and established corporations from the American and Russian technology communities. Traditionally, RANIT is held twice a year, and includes a great number of regional technology events, seminars, panel discussions, roundtable meetings, trade shows, conferences, and networking events. Russian delegations that will take part in these events will consist of representatives from the foremost Russian companies in technology and related industries as well as senior-level government officials.

RANIT is supported by the leading regional businesses and governmental organizations including the administrations of the City of Philadelphia, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the States of New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, as well as Mid-Atlantic regional organizations focusing on international business and technology development. Since 2003, the Mayor of Philadelphia has proclaimed the third week of November to be the Russian-American Innovation Technology Week in Philadelphia. 
The 15th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week will be held in Moscow, Russia on November 14-23, 2011 and in Philadelphia and the Mid-Atlantic region on November 28 - December 2, 2011. This will be the first time that RANIT will begin in Russia, and the second time it will be held in both America and Russia. The 15th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week will focus on information technology, biotechnology, the pharmaceutical industry, alternative energy, nanotechnology, the chemical industry, technology in education, and entrepreneurship. 
The key event of the 15th RANIT will be Days of Russian-American Innovation Entrepreneurship Cooperation (RAVC 2011), which will be held in Philadelphia from November 28-30, 2011. Under the framework of RAVC 2011, the MARBC is organizing the 7th Annual Russian – American Technology Entrepreneurship Conference on November 28, 2011 and is facilitating Russian participation in the Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference (IMPACT 2011) on November 29-30, 2011. IMPACT is one of the oldest venture capital events in the United States, which gives the participants a unique opportunity to access private investors and the largest regional venture funds. Additional events during the 15th Russian - American Innovation Technology Week will include a roundtable at the International Incubator at the University City Science Center.
The 16th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week will be held in Philadelphia and Boston on June 14-21, 2012. It will highlight biotechnology, nanotechnology, the pharmaceutical industry, and the life sciences. RANIT-BIO will open on June 14-15, 2012 with a Welcoming Ceremony in Philadelphia City Hall and the Russian-American Life Sciences Conference. The 2012 conference will be designed to highlight increased involvement by key Russian and American policy-makers, including the Health and the Business Development Working-Groups of the US-Russia Bilateral Presidential Commission. The Russian delegation will also visit the International Incubator at the University City Science Center. 
The 16th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week will conclude with the 2012 BIO International Convention held on June 18-21, 2012 with an extensive Russian program organized by the Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council.  The MARBC is the official organizer of the Russian delegation at BIO, which is the largest and most significant biotechnology event in the world. The MARBC will present the Russian biotechnology industry, discussing the most promising achievements of Russian scientists and manufacturers in the biotechnology field as well as the pressing issues concerning Russian-American biotechnology cooperation.
"The focus of the Russian-American Innovation Technology Weeks is to help introduce Russian companies to the Mid-Atlantic region's technology business and venture capital communities," said Val Kogan, President of the Mid-Atlantic Russia Business Council. "The Semi-Annual Russian-American Technology Weeks will help match advanced Russian technology and engineering talent with American entrepreneurial and managerial skills. Many companies in the Mid-Atlantic region are finding Russian counterparts and are developing successful business ventures. We hope this will ultimately establish the Mid-Atlantic region as a major partner for Russian technology companies and a premier center of Russian-American technology cooperation." 
For further details about the Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Weeks, please contact Val Kogan, Mid-Atlantic-Russia Business Council, by phone: (484) 467-7444, email: val@ma-rbc.org, or visit the MARBC website at: http://www.ma-rbc.org.
About the Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Council.  Since 1994, MARBC has worked to foster business relations between Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and the U.S. Mid-Atlantic region, while cultivating mutual appreciation of political, economic, cultural, and educational interests. The goal of MARBC is to enable companies based in the U.S. Mid-Atlantic region to enhance their positions in Russia and the CIS and to attract Russian businesses to the U.S. Mid-Atlantic region. 
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