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• In April 2006, MARBC successfully organized the 4th Semi-Annual Biotechnological Russian-American Innovation Technology 
Week (RANIT-BIO). This twice-annual event brought together entrepreneurs, scientists, venture capitalists, and established 
corporations within the American and Russian technology communities. The 4th RANIT, which traditionally opens in Philadel-
phia, highlighted biotechnology and concluded with participation in the world's largest biotechnology exhibition, BIO 2006 in 
Chicago, and included an important Russia Country Seminar led by MARBC. The Russian delegation that took part in the 4th 
RANIT-BIO consisted of representatives from the best Russian companies in biotechnology and related industries.  See page 5 
for the full story.  

• In late April 2006, MARBC coordinated the successful American participation in the 7th International Forum “High Technology of 
the 21st Century” in Moscow.  As part of this participation, MARBC President Val Kogan moderated a seminar on “Opportunities 
for Russian-American Scientific and Technological Cooperation” and presented in a few panels, and MARBC also organized an 
American mini-pavilion at the event.  See page 16 for the full story.     

• On June 27-29, 2006, MARBC organized the Russian – American Conference and Exhibition at C3 EXPO-2006 in New York, 
NY.  This Russian Conference, presented by the Mid-Atlantic Russia Business Council, included the participation of a Russian 
delegation and a seminar entitled “Russian Science & Technology Opportunities for U.S. Business" with many important speak-
ers from diverse fields.  Russian participation at C3 EXPO also provided opportunities for further business and technology coop-
eration between U.S. and Russian companies.  See page 8 for the full story.   

• On July 11-12, 2006, MARBC led the Russian Mayors’ Delegation Visit to Philadelphia.  This delegation of mayors and local 
government officials from the Russian Federation visited the United States only days before the G8 Summit was held for the first 
time in Russia.  The program, prepared by MARBC, included roundtable discussions, meetings with city and state officials at 
Philadelphia City Hall, and cultural visits.  See page 9 for the full story.   
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• On September 21-22, 2006, MARBC will organize a Russian Delegation and Participation 
at the SMART TechTrends Conference.  SMART TechTrends is the nation’s premier sci-
ence, technology, and R&D conference hosted by SMART (Strengthening the Mid-Atlantic 
Region for Tomorrow).  MARBC will organize a Russian delegation, a Russian mini-
pavilion, and a Russian panel at the event.  See page 11 for the full story.   

• In early October 2006, MARBC will organize Days of Russian-American Venture Industry 
Cooperation, which will take place in Philadelphia.  The premier event will be Russian  
participation in the Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference, which is one of the oldest and largest 
venture capital events in the United States.  This will be an important part of the MARBC 
Program for Russian-American cooperation and development of the venture capital indus-
try and technology parks.  See page 12 for the full story. 

• MARBC and Innovation Philadelphia will host the 5th Russian-American Innovation Tech-
nology Week from November 13-19, 2006. The Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation 
Technology Week (RANIT) is designed to bring together entrepreneurs, scientists, venture 
capitalists, and established corporations within the United States and Russian technology 
communities.  This year, the week will begin in Boston with MARBC participation at the 
10th Anniversary Russian Investment Symposium.  The week will then include the partici-
pation of Russian delegations in the 2nd Annual Russian-American Technology Entrepre-
neurship Conference and in an extensive Russian program at Philadelphia ITEC.  See 
page 13 for the full story.   
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• September 21 - 22, 2006 

 SMART TechTrends Conference with Russian Participation (in Washington, D.C.): see page 11 

• Early October 2006 

 Days of Russian-American Venture Industry Cooperation (in Philadelphia): see page 12 

• October 4 - 5, 2006 

 Annual Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference with Russian Participation (in Philadelphia): see 
 page 12 

• November 13 - 17, 2006 

 5th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT) (in Boston, King of 
 Prussia, PA, and Philadelphia): see page 13 

• November 13 - 14, 2006 

 MARBC Participation at the 10th Anniversary Russian Investment Symposium (in Boston): see 
 page 13 

• November 15 - 16, 2006 

 ITEC - Philadelphia Conference with Russian Participation (in King of Prussia, PA): see page 
 13 

• November 17, 2006 

 Russian-American Technology Entrepreneurship Conference (in Philadelphia): see page 13 

• November 2006 

 Arrival of Delegation from Moscow State University of Economics, Statistics, and Informatics 
 (MESI) (in Philadelphia): see page 12 

• December 27 - 29, 2006 

 Days of Russian-American Education and Technology Cooperation (in Philadelphia) 

 



• January 2007 

 Seminar: “Business Opportunities in Russia” (in Harrisburg, PA) 

• January 6 - 13, 2007 

 Russian Beverage Festival at the 2007 Pennsylvania Farm Show (in Harrisburg, PA): see 
 page 14 

• March - December 2007 

 The MARBC Seminar Series: “The Changing Face of Russia” (in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
 Delaware, New Jersey, and New York): see page 11 

• April - November 2007  

 The MARBC Seminar Series: “Russian Science and Technology Opportunities for U.S. Busi-
 nesses” (in Princeton, NJ, New York, NY, Baltimore, MD, Wilmington, DE, Pittsburgh, PA, 
 Washington, DC, and King of Prussia, PA): see page 11 

• May 2007 

 World Trade Week 2007 with Russian Participation (in New York) 

• May 2 - 9, 2007 

 The 6th Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT-BIO) (in Phila-
 delphia and Boston): see page 14 

• May 2 - 4, 2007 

 Opening Ceremony and Main Events of the 6th RANIT (in Philadelphia): see page 14 

• May 4, 2007 

 The 6th Biennial Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Opportunities Symposium (in Philadelphia) 

• May 6 - 9, 2007 

 Closing of the 6th RANIT at BIO 2007 (in Boston): see page 14 
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Please find more information about these events on the following pages.   

To receive more information concerning the events organized by MARBC,  

please visit www.ma-rbc.org or contact Val Kogan, President of MARBC  

at (215) 708-2628, info@ma-rbc.org, or val@ma-rbc.org. 
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• August 30 - September 2, 2006 

 MARBC Participation in the XII Moscow Industrial Trade Fair and Moscow 
 Association of Entrepreneurs Round Table (in Moscow): see page 15 

• October 17-19, 2006 

 MARBC Participation at the 4th Annual Meeting of the Russian              
 Biotechnology Association (in Pushino): see page 15 

• October 17-20, 2006 

 Russian-American program at the IV International Specialized Exhibition 
 “Robotics” in Moscow: see page 15 

• March 12 - 16, 2007 

 MARBC Participation in the 5th Moscow International Specialized Exhibi-
 tion BIOTECH WORLD 2007: see page 16 

• April 23 - 27, 2007 

 The 7th International Forum “High Technology of the 21st Century” with 
 American Participation (in Moscow): see page 16 

Calendar of Upcoming Cultural Events 
 

• February 17 - December 31, 2006 

 “The Princess & the Patriot” Exhibit at the Museum of the American        
 Philosophical Society in Philadelphia: see page 17 



The Mid-Atlantic-Russia Business Council and 
Innovation Philadelphia Host Successful 4th Semi-

Annual Biotechnological Russian-American Innovation 
Technology Week (RANIT-BIO) 
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The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council is pleased to announce the successful closing of the 4th Semi-Annual 
Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT). RANIT is a twice-annual event designed to bring together 
entrepreneurs, scientists, venture capitalists, and established corporations within the American and Russian technol-
ogy communities. Since its inception, RANIT has become the most significant event in the Mid-Atlantic region devoted 
to Russian-American technology and business cooperation. The 4th RANIT was organized by the Mid-Atlantic - Russia 
Business Council (MARBC) and Innovation Philadelphia and was supported by the Baker & McKenzie and Select 
Greater Philadelphia. The 4th RANIT highlighted biotechnology and concluded with participation in the world's largest 
biotechnology exhibition, BIO 2006 in Chicago, and included an important Russia Country Seminar led by MARBC. 
The Russian delegation that took part in the 4th RANIT-BIO consisted of representatives from the best Russian com-
panies in biotechnology and related industries. 

RANIT-BIO began in Philadelphia on April 7-8, 2006: Special events at RANIT-BIO in Philadelphia included a 
welcoming ceremony in the Mayor's Reception Room at Philadelphia City Hall on April 7th, seminars with members of 
biotechnology associations in the Mid-Atlantic region and venture capital funds specializing in biotechnology, and an 
"Invention to Venture" workshop. In 2006, RANIT also included events held in celebration of the 300-year anniversary 
of the birth of Benjamin Franklin, the first American member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Two circumstances have made biotechnology cooperation between Russia and the Mid-Atlantic states particularly 
attractive. First, the Russian government has moved to create a "National Program for the Development of Biotechnol-
ogy in Russia in 2006-2015". Second, governments in the Mid-Atlantic region have enacted favorable policies that 
have further enhanced the region's standing as a leader in the field of biotechnology. It is within this context that the 
Mid-Atlantic Russia – Business Council has made Russian-American scientific and technical cooperation in biotechnol-
ogy one of its top priorities. MARBC has facilitated American participation in several of the most significant biotechnol-
ogy conferences and events in Russia, including Biotech World, and the International Congress "Biotechnology: State 
of the Art and Prospects of Development". 

The key and concluding event of the 4th RANIT was BIO 2006, April 9 – 12, 2006, which included the 
Russia Country Seminar: As it did in 2005 in Philadelphia, the Mid-Atlantic – 
Russia Business Council served as the official organizer of the Russian delega-
tion to BIO 2006 in Chicago. BIO is the world's largest and most impressive exhi-
bition and conference for experts in the field of biotechnology.  This took place in 
Chicago at the McCormick Place Convention Center.  MARBC again presented 
Russian biotechnology companies and organized a Russian exposition on the 
achievements of Russian scientists and manufacturers in biotechnology and re-
lated industries. During the first and premier day of the conference on April 9, 
2006, dedicated to international programs, MARBC was chosen to conduct a 
Country Seminar on Russia and a presentation of the Russian biotechnology 
industry as one of 15 presentations given by the national delegations of countries 
participating in BIO 2006. For information about Russian participation in BIO 2006 
please visit: 

http://www.bio.org/events/2006/intlatt/
CountryProfilesNewsletter.pdf 
http://www.bio.org/events/2006/intlatt/ 
http://www.ma-rbc.org/event/060406-bio.html 
http://www.bio.org/events/2006/intlatt/delegations.asp  

Russia Country Seminar at BIO 2006 

Opening of RANIT-BIO 2006 



The Irish American Business Chamber & Network, the 
Mid-Atlantic Russia Business Council (MARBC), and 
other European chambers of commerce in the 
Greater Philadelphia region co-hosted a breakfast 
seminar on contemporary issues facing the European 
Union on Wednesday, May 31, 2006 at the Union 
League of Philadelphia, .  The seminar featured John 
Bruton, the European Union’s ambassador to the 
United States.   

Ambassador Bruton is a former Irish Prime Minister 
(Taoiseach), who helped transform the Irish economy 
into the “Celtic Tiger”: one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. During his time in office 
(1994-1997), the Irish economy grew at an annual 
average rate of 8.7%, peaking at 11.1 % in 1997. 
John Bruton was also deeply involved in the Northern 
Irish Peace Process leading to the 1998 Good Friday 
Agreement.  While Prime Minister, Ambassador 
Bruton presided over a successful Irish EU Presi-
dency in 1996 and helped finalize the Stability and 
Growth Pact, which governs the management of the 
single European currency: the Euro. He represented 
the EU at Summit  meetings with the President of the 
United States and with the Prime Ministers of Can-
ada, Japan, China and Korea. Before being appointed 
Ambassador to the United States, John Bruton served 
as a leading member of the caucus that drafted the 
first-ever European Constitution that was signed in 
Rome on October 29, 2004 and is now before the 25 
EU Member States for ratification. He was Vice Presi-
dent of the European People’s Party from 1999 to 

2005. 

The European Union (E.U.) is an unprecedented 
effort by twenty-five European countries to form a 
multinational union which addresses both political and 
economic issues.  Member states have relinquished 
certain policy-making functions to the E.U., which 
creates uniform policies that apply across all member 
states.  The E.U. is an impressive force in the global 
economy, producing 31 percent of world’s economic 
output, and it is one of the United States’ most impor-
tant trade partners.  Commerce between the United 
States and the European Union is estimated to have 
created 7 million jobs in the United States alone. 

The seminar included an opportunity for attendees 
representing local businesses and chambers of com-
merce to network and was followed by a speech by 
John Bruton, the European Union’s ambassador to 
the United States.  Ambassador Bruton discussed the 
successes of the EU and the challenges it faces as it 
continues to expand its membership.  Ambassador 
Bruton made a particular point of noting his apprecia-
tion of MARBC’s involvement in the program, and 
included comments about Russia in his presenta-
tion.  He noted that Russia is of special importance to 
the European Union as its largest neighbor, and that it 
is therefore vital for the European and world commu-
nities to engage Russia as the country continues to 
develop and grow.   

Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council Co-hosts 
Seminar with European Union Ambassador to the 

United States 
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RECENT  

EVENTS 

MARBC President Val Kogan and 
Ambassador John Bruton 

The Foreign Policy Research Institute, MARBC, and Other Lo-
cal Organizations Host Seminar with Franklin Lavin, Under 

Secretary of Commerce for International Trade 
The Foreign Policy Research Institute, the Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council (MARBC), the 
Bucks County International Trade Council, the Chester County Economic Development Council 
and the World Affairs Council of Greater Valley Forge are pleased to announce the recent suc-
cessful seminar entitled “International Trade and Globalization” with Franklin L. Lavin, the Under 
Secretary of Commerce for International Trade. The event was held on Wednesday, June 7, 2006 
at the Union League of Philadelphia. 

Ambassador Lavin served as the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Singapore (2001-2005) and 
prior to that worked as a banker and venture capitalist in Hong Kong and Singapore, serving in 
senior banking and management positions at Citibank and Bank of America. During the George H. 
W. Bush administration, Lavin served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Asia and the 
Pacific. In that position, he was responsible for commercial policy, assisting companies with market 
access, and trade negotiations for all of East Asia, except Japan. He has also held staff positions 
at the White House, the State Department, and the National Security Council. 

Ambassador Lavin earned a B.S.F.S. at the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University, 
an M.S. in Chinese Language and History, also from Georgetown, an M.A. in International Rela-
tions and International Economics from the School of Advanced International Relations at Johns 
Hopkins University, and an M.B.A. in Finance at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. Lavin is a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Naval Reserves. 



The Mid-Atlantic – Russia 
Business Council (MARBC) is 
pleased to announce it suc-
cessfully organized a delega-
tion of Russian construction 
industry executives visiting the 
United States from June 7-14, 
2006.  The delegation came 
from Krasnodar Krai, a region 
in the southwestern corner of 
Russia, with a goal of learning 
about the modern techniques 
and materials used in Ameri-
can construction. 

The delegation’s visit began in 
New York, where MARBC or-
ganized a special construction 
industry business program on 
June 9.  Then, delegation 
members traveled to Philadel-
phia, where they stayed from 
June 12-14.  While in Philadel-

phia, MARBC arranged for the 
delegation to meet with Phila-
delphia city officials.   MARBC 
had also organized individual 
meetings for the delegation 
with members of Pennsyl-
vania’s building and financial 
industries on June 12 and 13: 
delegation members attended 
a seminar on commercial con-
struction financing, a presenta-
tion on sustainable building at 
architecture firm and will tour a 
local high-rise construction 
site.   

Since the delegation’s visit was 
also part of the Russian-
American Cultural Exchange, 
MARBC also planned for dele-
gation members to attend a 
special “Princess and the Pa-
triot” exhibit being held at the 

Museum of the American 
Philosophical Society in Phila-
delphia.  The exhibit is part of 
the celebration of the 300th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Benjamin Franklin, the first 
American member of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences.  It 
presents Franklin’s life in a 
novel fashion, placing him 
alongside Ekaterina 
Dashkova, a Russian intellec-
tual counterpart who Franklin 
nominated to be the first fe-
male and the first Russian 
member of the American Phi-
losophical Society.   The in-
teractions between Franklin 
and Dashkova represent an 
early example of the long 
history of Russian-American 
cooperation. 

Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council 
Organizes Russian Construction Industry 

Delegation Visit to the United States 
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The Russian Construction Industry Delegation’s Visit 



MARBC Successfully Organizes Comprehensive 
Russian Program at C3 EXPO - 2006  

The Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Council 
(MARBC) is pleased to announce that it or-
ganized the Russian – American Conference 
and Exhibition on June 28 in conjunction with 
the Corporate and Channel Computing Expo 
(C3 EXPO) being held from June 27 – 29, 
2006 at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Cen-
ter in New York City, NY. The program, 
which was organized by MARBC and spon-
sored by EPAM and the international law firm 
of Fox Horan & Camerini LLP, provided op-
portunities for further business and technol-
ogy cooperation between U.S. and Russian 
companies, and included a seminar, panel 
discussions, and a special Russian Pavilion 
(booth # 3757). 

Since the establishment of the C3 Expo’s 
predecessor, CeBIT America, in 2003, the 
Russian Conference, organized by the Mid-
Atlantic - Russia Business Council, has be-
come an important component of the trade 
fair’s international program. In 2004, CeBIT 
America was acquired by H.A. Bruno LLC, 
with programs that originated in CeBIT con-
tinuing in the C3 Expo. The 2005 and 2006 
C3 Expo was selected by the U.S Depart-
ment of Commerce as an event for foreign 
attendees participating in the International 
Buyers Program.  

This year, the main part of the Russian Con-
ference was held on June 28.  The program 
on this day included panels and presenta-
tions covering the most promising and press-
ing issues of Russian-American business 
and technology cooperation.  Welcoming 

remarks were given by the Trade Representa-
tive and Consul Commercial at the Trade Rep-
resentation of Russia in the United States, the 
Deputy Head of the Trade & Economic Mission 
of Ukraine in the United States, and the Consul 
General of Belarus in New York.    

There was also a "Russian Science & Technol-
ogy Opportunities for U.S. Business" seminar 
moderated by Paul Smith, Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion (retired) at the US Embassy in Moscow; 
the seminar highlighted various institutes, sci-
entists, and projects in Russia, and included 
presentations by U.S. corporations with signifi-
cant technology transfer collaboration experi-
ence in Russia. The presenters were a diverse 
group, representing organizations ranging from 
major corporations to small businesses and 
from research universities to technology asso-
ciations and foundations.  Two executives from 
Russian outsourcing companies, Eugene Go-
land of DataArt and Len Erlikh of BridgeQuest, 
discussed the opportunities for American com-
panies to locate their software development in 
Russia. 

Another important event of the Russian Confer-
ence was the panel entitled "Doing Business in 
Eurasia:  Resources and Tips", also moderated 
by Paul Smith.  This panel included speakers 
from the Embassies and Trade Representa-
tions of Eurasian countries, attorneys from Fox 
Horan & Camerini LLP, and a representative 
from Vnesheconombank.  Attorney Norman 
Resnicow discussed international contracts and 
negotiations and intellectual property issues 
pertinent to the Information Technology indus-

try.  Yury Makushin of Vnesheconombank 
discussed special lending programs available 
to companies trading with Russia. 

A delegation from the Russian Federation, 
representing companies in the information 
technology, telecommunications and other 
technology industries, were present to par-
ticipate in panel discussions and exhibit the 
latest advancements in Russian technology 
for the duration of the C3 EXPO.  In addition, 
a Ukrainian delegation and a Ukrainian tech-
nology companies panel took part in the 
conference and exhibition for the first time. 
Martijn Eier, General Director of Superweb-
Ukraine Company spoke about the technol-
ogy infrastructure and opportunities for for-
eign investment in Ukraine. 

This year’s Russian Conference was organ-
ized by the Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business 
Council and sponsored by EPAM Systems 
and the international law firm Fox Horan & 
Camerini LLP.  EPAM Systems is ranked 
number 1 of the “Top 5 to Watch in Central 
and Eastern Europe” in the annual “Global 
Services 100” listing of the world’s leading 
ITO, BPO, and customer care service provid-
ers.  In addition, Arkadiy Dobkin, the CEO of 
EPAM Systems, was named one of the Top 
25 Most Influential Consultants of the Year 
by Consulting Magazine.   Fox, Horan & 
Camerini LLP recently signed a cooperation 
agreement with the Russian Lawyers Guild, 
Russia’s largest legal organization, consist-
ing of law firms, advocacy bureaus, and legal 
associations.  
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MARBC President Val Kogan 
with Nikolai Lepeshko, Consul 

General of Belarus 

The Russian Conference at C3 
EXPO - 2006 

Lev Reyzis from Fine Metal 
Powders Company sits in the 

Russian Pavilion at C3 EXPO - 
2006 

MARBC President Val Kogan 
with some speakers from the 
Russian Conference at C3 - 

EXPO 2006 

MARBC President Val Kogan with Dmitry A. 
Borisov, Deputy Trade Representative and 

Consul Commercial of the Trade Representa-
tion of the Russian Federation in the USA 

Volodymyr Bondar, Deputy 
Head of the Trade & Economic 
Mission of Ukraine in the USA 

MARBC President Val Kogan 
with Directors of the C3 EXPO 

in the Russian Pavilion 



The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business 
Council (MARBC) is pleased to an-
nounce that it hosted a delegation 
consisting of more than thirty local 
government officials and business-
men, including mayors and heads of 
administration representing more than 
10 cities and regions from across 
Russia in New York and Philadelphia 
on July 11-12, 2006.  The delegation 
came to the United States only days 
before the G8 Summit was held for 
the first time in Russia and its visit 
aimed to foster political, cultural and 
commercial interactions between the 
United States and Russia. After their 
visit to Philadelphia, members of the 
delegation traveled to Washington, 
D.C. to attend the 50th Annual Sister 
Cities International Conference.  

While in Philadelphia, MARBC organ-
ized a welcoming reception for the 
delegation and a roundtable discus-
sion of regional cooperation and sus-
tainable development issues in the 
Mayor’s Reception Room at Philadel-
phia City Hall.  The program for the 
event was very intensive, including 
welcoming remarks, keynote presen-
tations and speeches by both Ameri-
cans and Russians.  As part of the 
welcoming reception and roundtable 
discussion, delegation members met 
with officials from the City of Philadel-
phia, the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and the State of Delaware.  
After welcoming remarks, Loree 

Jones, the Mayor’s Secretary for Exter-
nal Affairs, and Mjenzi Traylor, First 
Deputy Director of Commerce of Phila-
delphia, presented members of the 
Russian delegation with miniature Lib-
erty Bells, symbolizing Philadelphia’s 
vital role in America’s quest for inde-
pendence.  The keynote speech by the 
Russian delegation was made by Ser-
gey Paramonov, Executive Vice-
President of the Twin Cities Interna-
tional Association. After his speech, 
Mr. Paramonov presented medals to 
representatives of the City of Philadel-
phia and the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania.  American keynote speakers 
included Paul Smith, Former Deputy 
Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow, and Peter O’Neill, Executive 
Director, Office of International Trade 
Development for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community & Economic 
Development.  Ted Boimov, who ten 
years ago served as the first Executive 
Director of the Russian Office of the 
National Governors’ Association, ad-
dressed government issues.  Chris 
Cap, Deputy Executive Vice President, 
Pennsylvania State Association of Bor-
oughs, attended the event accompa-
nied by several Pennsylvania mayors 
and members of his organization and 
spoke about issues facing Pennsyl-
vania municipalities.  Richard Bendis, 
former President and CEO of Innova-
tion Philadelphia and current President 
and CEO of True Product ID, dis-
cussed economic development issues. 

Other speakers included representa-
tives from organizations and govern-
ment agencies specializing in eco-
nomic and trade development, US 
government agencies and busi-
nesses in Mid-Atlantic region.  In 
addition, on July 12, MARBC hosted 
a special lunch for the delegation at 
the Pyramid Club, where delegation 
members enjoyed breathtaking 
views of Philadelphia and were wel-
comed by John Gallagher, Chairman 
of the United States Industry Coali-
tion, and a dinner meeting at the 
historic City Tavern Restaurant in 
Old City Philadelphia. 

Members of the delegation also vis-
ited the Franklin and Dashkova ex-
hibit being held at the Museum of 
the American Philosophical Society. 
The exhibit is part of the celebration 
of the 300th anniversary of the birth 
of Benjamin Franklin, the first Ameri-
can member of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences. It presents Frank-
lin’s life in a novel fashion, placing 
him alongside Ekaterina Dashkova, 
a Russian intellectual counterpart 
who Franklin nominated to be the 
first female and the first Russian 
member of the American Philosophi-
cal Society. The interactions be-
tween Franklin and Dashkova repre-
sent an early example of the long 
history of Russian-American coop-
eration.  

Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council Organizes 
Important Visit by the Russian Mayors’ Delegation 

to New York and Philadelphia  
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Please see the following page for more photos from the visit of the Russian Mayors’ Delegation → 

Members of the Russian Mayors’ 
Delegation with MARBC President Val 

Kogan in Philadelphia 

Some members of the Russian Mayors’ 
Delegation in the Union League with 

MARBC President Val Kogan 

Some Russian mayors pose with 
Chris Cap, Deputy Executive Vice 

President of the Pennsylvania 
State Association of Boroughs 



The Russian Mayors’ Delegation visits 
the “Princess and the Patriot” exhibition 
at the Museum of the American Philoso-

phical Society in Philadelphia 

Russian Mayors’ Delegation Visits Philadelphia  
Page 10 

Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Council   

Official Welcoming 
Letter from the 

Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania to 
MARBC and the 
Russian Mayors’ 

Delegation 

At City Hall, Sergey Paramonov, Executive 
Vice-President of the Twin Cities Interna-
tional Association, presents medals from 
the Twin Cities Association in Russia to 
Mjenzi Traylor, representing the City of 

Philadelphia, and Peter O’Neill, represent-
ing the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

Paul Smith, Former Deputy Chief 
of Mission, U.S. Embassy in Mos-
cow, addresses the Russian May-

ors’ Delegation at City Hall 

Loree Jones, Secretary of External 
Affairs for the Mayor’s Office of the 
City of Philadelphia, addresses the 
Russian Mayors’ Delegation at City 

Hall 

Richard Bendis, former President 
and CEO of Innovation Philadel-
phia and current President and 

CEO of True Product ID, speaks at 
City Hall 

Members of the Russian Mayors’ Delega-
tion and MARBC President Val Kogan 

exit the “Princess and the Patriot” exhibit 

The Russian Mayors’ Delegation dines at City 
Tavern during the closing dinner of their visit to 

Philadelphia 

From R to L: MARBC President Val Kogan; 
Vadim Bulavinov, Mayor of the City of Nizhny 
Novgorod; John Gallagher, Chairman of the 

United States Industry Coalition and President 
of the Gallagher Malloy & Georges Law Offices; 

and associates from Gallagher’s law firm 



SMART TechTrends 2006 is the nation's premier science, technology and R&D conference hosted by SMART, 
Strengthening the Mid Atlantic Region for Tomorrow. The SMART Organization focuses on developing cross-
disciplinary collaboration among Mid-Atlantic business, government, academia and tech organizations as well as en-
hancing technology education.  This exhibition provides a platform to further progress technological development and 
the dissemination of innovative ideas.  This two-day conference, September 21-22, 2006, will be held at the Ronald 
Reagan Building & International Trade Center in Washington, DC. 

This is the only conference that brings together the extraordinary science, technology, and research and development 
players from business, academia and government in the Mid-Atlantic region with every federal agency supporting re-
search and development.  The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council has organized the Russian portion of SMART 
TechTrends since the event’s inception in 1999 and this year it will organize the participation of a Russian delegation, 
a Russian panel and a Russian mini-pavilion, which will provide opportunities for business cooperation between 
American and Russian enterprises and scientific institutes at the exhibition.  

The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council will arrange several Russian presentations to highlight the newest initia-
tives and hottest topics in the Russian technological industry and to foster the development of successful relationships 
between Russia and the United States.   

Representatives will present the SMART TechTrends 2006 programs with the purpose of further utilizing the vast ar-
ray of technological opportunities within the Mid-Atlantic Region.  In addition to the plenary sessions featuring well-
known scientists and representatives of the venture capital arena, business and government, a whole program of spe-
cialized seminars will be held at the SMART TechTrends 2006 exhibition.  Topics will include: biotechnology, 
nanotechnology, energy & the environment, industrial technology, the defense industry, technology transfer and ven-
ture capital, information technology and transport.  

Attendee and exhibit registration are now available for the Annual SMART TechTrends Conference & Exhibition at 
www.techtrends.org.   

SMART TechTrends 2006 
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Upcoming Seminar Series 
From April through November 2007, 
MARBC will present its Seminar Series 
called “Russian Science and Technology 
Opportunities for U.S. Businesses.”  This 
will consist of  seven seminars organized 
throughout the Eastern United States. 
These sessions will include presenta-
tions by U.S. corporations with significant 
technology transfer collaboration experi-
ence in Russia.        

From March through December 2007, 
MARBC will present its Seminar Series 
called “The Changing Face of Russia.”  
This series is a revival of a highly suc-
cessful seminar series hosted by the 
MARBC in 1999-2000 addressing the 
changing business environment in Russia 
after the financial crisis of 1998.  The 
continuing series will again highlight and 
analyze recent developments affecting 
Russian-American business interactions.   

Russian Participation at the previous SMART TechTrends 



Days of Russian-American Venture Industry 
Cooperation and Russian Participation in the        

Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference 

Mid-Atlantic Russia Business Council (MARBC) is delighted to announce the arrival in November of a delegation of faculty, students, and administrators from 
Moscow State University of Economics, Statistics, and Informatics (MESI). The leadership of the delegation includes the first-vice president of the university and 
the head of the international department.  Representatives of diverse aspects of the university from a mathematics professor, to a tennis team captain, to a stu-
dent theater group will also be part of the delegation. Their visit will be an opportunity to connect with regional universities, not only on an official level, but also 
through informal contacts among the students.  The MESI delegation will participate in a variety of events focused on furthering communication and cooperation 
between Russian and American universities, including meetings at Temple University, and at other area colleges and universities. 

Moscow State University of Economics, Statistics and Informatics (MESI) is one of the leading universities in Russia, offering undergraduate and graduate de-
gree programs in economics, information systems, statistics, management, and business administration. The university prepares highly qualified economists, 
managers and specialists in IT, computer-sciences, statistics, economics, finance and banking.  An innovative, educational, and scientific complex, MESI in-
cludes a student population of 10,000 students plus 150,000 regional students participating in the MESI Open and Distant Education system. The university is 
active in pursuing international co-operation opportunities as a participant of the Bologna process to allow academic mobility among European universities, and 
was the first Russian University certified according to the European System of Quality Management.  

Unsurprisingly for a university with a tradition of international involvement and which has educated more than 2700 foreign students since 1949, MESI has a 
large alumni population outside Russia. The group is planning a reunion during their visit to Philadelphia with alumni now living in the United States and Canada.   

MESI is also particularly active in promoting educational technology, citing innovative educational techniques and the use of modern information technology as 
central to educational program and important elements in the learning process. MESI was one of the pioneer universities in Russia in the introduction of distance 
education systems to the study process and maintains its leadership in usage of e-learning technologies. Significant credit for the development and implementa-
tion of the e-learning system at MESI belongs to the university’s president, Vladimir P. Tikhomirov. Dr. Tikhomirov also serves as president of the Association of 
Economic Universities of the Russian Federation, the Eurasian Association of Distance Education, and the International Academy of Open Education. 

MARBC looks forward to welcoming the MESI delegation in November, and to a productive dialogue between American and Russian students and educators. 

The Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Council 
(MARBC) is pleased to announce the Days 
of Russian-American Venture Industry Co-
operation, which will take place in Philadel-
phia and the Mid-Atlantic region in early 
October 2006. A Russian delegation of 
government and industry executives will 
participate in a number of venture capital 
business events and learn about the U.S. 
venture capital industry. This event is an 
important part of the MARBC Program for 
Russian-American cooperation and devel-
opment of the venture capital industry and 
technology parks.  

As the most important part of the Days of 
Russian-American Venture Industry Coop-
eration, MARBC will organize Russian par-
ticipation in the Mid-Atlantic Venture Con-
ference (MAVC), where MARBC is a Sup-

porting Organization, held on October 4 
and 5.  MAVC one of the oldest venture 
capital events in the United States, high-
lighting the wide variety of investment 
opportunities in the Mid-Atlantic region 
where participants share their knowledge 
of the seed and venture capital industry 
and discuss the best strategies and tools 
for building and managing strategic in-
vestment programs and institutions. 
MAVC showcases the best young and 
developing companies and provides 
these companies with incomparable 
exposure to the region's top venture 
capitalists and private equity investors. 
MAVC features a technology track, pre-
senting companies in various technology 
areas, such as IT, nanotechnology, life 
sciences, biotechnology and telecommu-
nications. Last year, the event had record 

support from the Mid-Atlantic community: 
more than one hundred companies were 
Sponsors, and twenty nonprofit organiza-
tions committed to being Supporting 
Organizations.  In past years, MARBC 
served as a Supporting Organization and 
also organized a stand at MAVC that 
included information about the Russian 
venture industry and emerging Russian 
companies. 

As part of the Days of Russian-American 
Venture Industry Cooperation, MARBC 
will also be organizing additional events 
in Philadelphia.  There will be a roundta-
ble discussion with representatives from 
Russian technology companies and 
members of the delegation will tour the 
Science Center, the oldest urban technol-
ogy park in the United States.  
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Delegation from Leading Russian University  
to Arrive in Philadelphia in November 



The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council 
and Innovation Philadelphia will host the 5th 
Russian-American Innovation Technology 
Week from November 13-19, 2006. The 
Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation 
Technology Week (RANIT) is designed to 
bring together entrepreneurs, scientists, 
venture capitalists, and established corpo-
rations within the United States and Rus-
sian technology communities. Based on the 
success of past events, RANIT is now held 
twice a year, and it includes an even 
greater number of regional technology 
events, seminars, panel discussions, round-
table meetings, trade shows, conferences, 
and networking events. For the first time, 
the 5th RANIT include participation in the 
10th Anniversary Russian Investment Sym-
posium in Boston. The 5th RANIT will also 
include events held in celebration of the 
300-year anniversary of the birth of Benja-
min Franklin, who was the first American 
member of the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences. Russian delegations representing 
the best Russian technology companies will 
take part in the various regional technology 
events of the 5th RANIT. 

RANIT is supported by leading regional 
businesses and governmental organiza-
tions, including the administrations of the 
City of Philadelphia, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, the States of New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland, as well as Mid-
Atlantic regional organizations focusing on 
international business and technology de-
velopment. John F. Street, the Mayor of 
Philadelphia, has officially proclaimed the 
Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation 
Technology Week in Philadelphia. 

 "We are very pleased to host this event 
centered in the City of Philadelphia," said 
Richard Bendis, President and CEO of 
Innovation Philadelphia. Innovation Phila-
delphia is a public/private partnership initia-
tive founded in 2001 by the City of Philadel-
phia, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and private enterprises dedicated to in-
creasing the region's entrepreneurial ca-
pacity and positioning the Greater Philadel-
phia region as a leader in the Global Inno-
vation Economy. "With a strong foundation 
of both established and entrepreneurial 
businesses plus an academic base of over 
80 colleges and universities, we are 
uniquely able to supply the innovation 
needed to keep technology businesses at 
the forefront of the industry. This is a region 
of growth and development and we look 
forward to collaborating with Russian tech-
nology companies in order to advance the 
Innovation Economy." 

The 5th Semi-Annual Russian-American 

The Mid-Atlantic-Russia Business Council and 
Innovation Philadelphia Host 5th Semi-Annual 

Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT)     
November 13 - 19, 2006 

Innovation Technology Week will formally 
open on November 13, and will focus on 
technology in education, information technol-
ogy, alternative energy technology, robotics, 
chemical engineering, safety and security 
technologies, venture capital, and entrepre-
neurship.  The 5th RANIT will open in Boston 
in conjunction with the 10th Anniversary 
Russian Investment Symposium, the largest 
Russian-American investment event in the 
United States, organized by the International 
Economic Alliance on November 13 and 14.   
Against the backdrop of Russia's chairman-
ship in the G8, the Russian Investment Sym-
posium celebrates the 10th Anniversary of its 
inception at Harvard University. The Sympo-
sium has spanned two US and Russian 
Presidential administrations, many market 
cycles, and groundbreaking technological 
changes with an alliance between business 
and government leaders and major stake-
holders that has strengthened understanding 
and relationships to help advance economic 
development and growth in Russia.  

Following the opening in Boston, the pro-
gram will continue in Philadelphia with a 
reception at the Pyramid Club on the evening 
of November 15.  One of the main events of 
the 5th RANIT will be an extensive Russian 
program at Philadelphia ITEC on November 
16, 2006.  The Philadelphia ITEC is part of 
the nation’s largest series of regional busi-
ness technology events for IT and business 
professionals, featuring a combination of 
national vendors and local suppliers, and a 
conference program with seminars on the 
hottest issues in information technology.  
The Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Coun-
cil will organize the participation of Russian 
companies in the exhibition and will also 
present panel discussions highlighting Rus-
sian information technology capabilities and 
other topics related to Russian technology 
and business.  

Another of the leading events will be the 2nd 
Annual Russian-American Technology Entre-
preneurship Conference on November 17. 
There will also be a RANIT-associated pro-
gram on technology in education organized 
by the MARBC.  The program will present 
multiple opportunities for furthering commu-
nication and cooperation between Russian 
and American universities, including a round-
table discussion with the directors of technol-
ogy transfer programs from Philadelphia 
area universities.   

 Additional events during the 5th Russian - 
American Innovation Technology Week will 
include visits and roundtables at the Interna-
tional House and the International Incubator 
at the Science Center. The week will end 
with a closing reception and roundtable dis-

cussion at Philadelphia City Hall. 

 "The focus of the Russian-American Inno-
vation Technology Week is to help intro-
duce Russian companies to America’s 
technology business and venture capital 
communities," said Val Kogan, President of 
the Mid-Atlantic Russia Business Council. 
"The Semi-Annual Russian-American Tech-
nology Week will help match advanced 
Russian technology and engineering talent 
with American entrepreneurial and manage-
rial skills. Many companies in the Mid-
Atlantic region are finding Russian counter-
parts and are developing successful busi-
ness ventures. We hope it will ultimately 
establish the Mid-Atlantic region and the US 
East Coast as a major partner for Russian 
technology companies and a premier center 
of Russian-American technology coopera-
tion."  
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The 3rd RANIT in November 2005 

RANIT Proclamation from the 
City of Philadelphia 



The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council Announces the 6th Semi-
Annual Biotechnological Russian-American Innovation Technology Week 

(RANIT – BIO) on May 2 – 9, 2007 
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Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT) is designed to bring together entrepreneurs, scientists, venture capitalists, and 
established corporations within the American and Russian technology communities. RANIT, organized by the Mid-Atlantic - Russia Busi-
ness Council (MARBC), is the most significant event in the Mid-Atlantic region devoted to Russian-American technology and business co-
operation. Next year, the 6th RANIT will highlight biotechnology and will conclude with participation in the world’s largest biotechnology 
exhibition, BIO 2007 in Boston.  The Russian delegation that will take part in the 6th RANIT-BIO will consist of representatives from the best 
Russian companies in biotechnology and related industries. 

RANIT-BIO will begin in Philadelphia on May 2-4, 2007  
Special events at RANIT-BIO in Philadelphia include a welcoming ceremony in the Mayor’s Reception Room at Philadelphia City Hall and 
seminars with members of biotechnology associations in the Mid-Atlantic region and venture capital funds specializing in biotechnology.   

Two circumstances have made biotechnology cooperation between Russia and the Mid-Atlantic states particularly attractive.  First, the 
Russian government has moved to create a “National Program for the Development of Biotechnology in Russia in 2006-2015”.  Second, 
governments in the Mid-Atlantic region have enacted favorable policies that have further enhanced the region’s standing as a leader in the 
field of biotechnology.  It is within this context that the Mid-Atlantic Russia – Business Council has made Russian-American scientific and 
technical cooperation in biotechnology one of its top priorities. MARBC has facilitated American participation in several of the most signifi-
cant biotechnology conferences and events in Russia, including Biotech World, the Moscow International Conference “Biotechnology and 
Medicine”, and the International Congress “Biotechnology: State of the Art and Prospects of Development”. 

The key and concluding event of the 6th RANIT will be BIO 2007 in Boston, May 6 - 9, 2007                                       

BIO is the world’s largest and most impressive exhibition and conference for experts in the field of biotechnology  

At the BIO 2005 exhibition and conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1525 expositions by companies, academic institutions, state cen-
ters of biotechnology, and other organizations from all 50 states and 56 countries were presented. Within the framework of the exhibition, 
180 plenary sessions were organized in which more than 900 speakers shared their expertise.  In four days of exhibition, 18,730 specialists 
took part in BIO. More than 500 journalists from 36 countries covered the exhibition, and 14 press conferences were held.  

Russian participation in BIO 2005 in Philadelphia was one of the most important aspects of MARBC’s undertaking to build a bridge between 
the Russian and American biotechnology communities.  The Russian business program at BIO 2005 was organized in the context of the 
Semi-Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT), and included a Russian mini-pavilion (#2757) and the participation 
by members of the Russian delegation in various events at BIO 2005. For additional information about Russian participation in BIO 2005 
please visit: http://www.bio.org/events/2005/international/CountryProfiles.pdf, http://www.ma-rbc.org/event/050618-bio.html, http://www.ma-
rbc.org/event/050618-bio-news.pdf, and http://www.bio.org/events/2005/programs/delegation.asp.  

As it did this year in Chicago, the Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council will be serving as the official organizer of the Russian delegation 
to BIO-2007 in Boston.  MARBC will again present Russian biotechnology companies and 
organize a Russian mini-pavilion with an exposition on the achievements of Russian scientists 
and manufacturers in biotechnology and related industries. During the first day of the confer-
ence on May 6, 2007, dedicated to international programs, MARBC will conduct a Country 
Seminar on Russia and a presentation of the Russian biotechnology industry as one of 15 
presentations to be given by the national delegations of countries participating in BIO 2007.   

MARBC to Host the First Russian Beverage Festival at the 
2007 Pennsylvania Farm Show 

MARBC is pleased to announce that it will be hosting the first Russian Beverage Festival in conjunction with the 2007 Pennsylvania Farm 
Show being held January 6-13, 2007 in Harrisburg, PA. The Pennsylvania Farm Show is the largest indoor agricultural event held in the 
United States and last year’s show attracted over 500,000 visitors. The show attracts approximately 300 commercial exhibitors and more 
than 10,000 individual exhibitors, who present livestock and agricultural products produced in Pennsylvania.  Over the past decade, the 
show has won numerous awards, including being chosen as one of the top 100 events in America to visit by Event’s Business News and 
receiving the Outstanding Non-Fair Agricultural Event or Program award from the International Association of Fairs & Expositions. The 
show receives extensive media coverage, particularly on television. The Pennsylvania Cable Network produced 140 hours of coverage, 
making information about the show easily accessible to 3.3 million households.  While the show does emphasize farming, it is designed to 
appeal to farmers and non-farmers alike. The show includes the Annual Pennsylvania Wine Competition and Pennsylvania Food Court, 
which is has become a major attraction for those attending the show. As part of the show, the MARBC will be organizing the first ever Rus-
sian Beverage Festival in Pennsylvania, highlighting a variety of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages produced in Russia. There, MARBC 
and representatives from Russian beverage companies will be organizing an exhibit about Russian beverages and beverage tastings. 
Some of the beverages being presented have never been sampled before in the United States. 



The XII Moscow Industrial Trade Fair, to be 
held from August 30-September 2, is one of 
the central events organized around the cele-
bration of City Day in Moscow. The exhibition, 
directed towards the promotion of national 
industrial production and technology in the 
Russian market, has an interregional charac-
ter. The events promote new business con-
tacts, increased economic linkages, and coor-
dination between the regions and the capital.  
Within the framework of the exhibition, a large 
number of business programs will take place 
with the participation of directors and special-
ists of the Federal, Moscow city, and Moscow 
oblast levels of government.  

The Moscow Association of Entrepreneurs, 
longstanding partner of the Mid-Atlantic Rus-
sian Business Council, and the oldest associa-
tion for the protection of private enterprise in 
Russia, will organize a round table in the busi-
ness program portion of the trade fair on “Bank 
Investment in Industry and High Technology: 
Experience and Challenges.”  Speakers will 
address various topics related to attracting 
investment in scientific projects.  A brochure 

will be published on the basis of the round 
table with notes from the presenters. 

Organizations presenting at last year’s 
round table included: the Moscow Associa-
tion of Entrepreneurs, SDM Bank, the Cen-
tral Research Institute of Radio & Electronic 
Systems, the Institute for Entrepreneurship 
and Investment, the Moscow Association of 
Entrepreneurs Committee on Innovation 
Technology and Venture Financing, the 
Russian Fund for the Development of High 
Technology, the Mid-Atlantic – Russia Busi-
ness Council, the Scientific- Technical Jour-
nal “Integral” and the “Moscow Entrepre-
neur” newspaper. 

Guests at this year’s round table will include 
directors of innovation enterprises and or-
ganizations participating in the process of 
developing innovation, financial organiza-
tions, scientists, representatives of various 
levels of legislative and executive power, 
members of the Moscow Association of 
Entrepreneurs, and winners from previous 
years of the innovation competition “Leader 
in the Field of High Technology.”  This inno-

vation competition is sponsored annually by 
the Moscow Entrepreneurs Association and 
the Government of Moscow, and supported 
by the MARBC.  This year’s winners will 
unveil project displays as part of the round 
table.  

The main part of the business program will be 
a conference on “Moscow City Procurement” 
devoted to familiarizing businesses with city 
procurement procedures, and exchanging 
information between regional suppliers and 
the organizers of government competitions 
and auctions. Other notable events will be 
round tables on “Protecting the rights of con-
sumers and development of events on the 
struggle against counterfactual and falsified 
output figures” and “Protection of Intellectual 
Property,” and the annual inter-regional con-
ference “The experience of Moscow and 
Russian regions in the support of national 
production.”  During the exhibition, the Fed-
eral Department of State Services will also 
hold a “Fair of Vacancies.”  The trade fair is 
covered widely in both city-wide and national 
news media.  

Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council to Participate in XII 
Moscow Industrial Trade Fair and Moscow Association of 

Entrepreneurs Round Table 
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The Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council is pleased to announce that it will be organizing a Russian-American program at the IV International Specialized 
Exhibition “Robotics” being held at the Moscow VVC, Hall 70, from October 17-20, 2006. The Russian-American program will be the largest and most promi-
nent portion of the international business section being planned at the exhibition. The Robotics Exhibition serves as the leading forum in Russia for experts in 
the field of robotics and intelligent design systems and places a strong emphasis on international cooperation in the areas of robotic systems development 
and production. The goal of the exhibition is to demonstrate and encourage the commercialization of innovative ideas and prospective projects in the field of 
robotics, intelligence and mechatronic systems. 

This year’s Robotics Exhibition is being organized by Russian Exhibition Company “Expodesign” in cooperation with the Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Coun-
cil and the Moscow Entrepreneur Association (MEA) and is being supported by the Federal Agency for Science and Innovation of the Russian Federation and 
Emercom of Russia. Main topics at the exhibition will include: 

• Robotics and mechatronics     • Industrial, built-in specialized computing systems 
• Components, units and aggregates of robotics and mechatronic systems • Algorithms, technologies and software for artificial intelligence 
• Industrial technologies     • Nanotechnics and technologies 
• Sensors       • Metrology, measuring devices, observing systems 
• Optical recognition systems for test and image processing  • Power supply systems and sources 
• Intelligent consumer goods, robotic toys, computer games  • Data transmission systems 

There will also be a business program at the exhibition that will focus on issues in robotics development, intel-
lectual property protection, the training of engineering personnel, and the financing of research activities. 

Last year’s Robotics Exhibition was a great success, attracting leading players in the field, including scientific 
research institutes, industrial companies, universities and other educational institutions. Major companies such 
as Sony, Mitsubishi and Kuka participated in the exposition and presented their work. Smaller companies were 
given a special section in which to display their innovations. Another special section was devoted to school and 
student inventions. 

The Mid-Atlantic-Russia Business Council Will Organize the Russian–American 
program at the IV International Specialized Exhibition “Robotics” in Moscow 

At “Robotics” 2005 

The 4th Annual Meeting of the Russian Biotechnology Association 
 

October 17-19, 2006 in Pushino, Russia     
 

This important event, which will include participation by the Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Council, will include discussion of the 
Russian government’s “National Program for the Development of Biotechnology in Russia in 2006-2015.” 

  
More information coming soon.   



The Mid-Atlantic- Russia Business 
(MARBC) recently coordinated the success-
ful American participation in the 7th Interna-
tional Forum “High Technology of the 21st  
Century” in Moscow from April 24-28, 2006.  
As part of the American program, MARBC 
President Val Kogan moderated a seminar 
entitled “Opportunities for Russian-
American scientific-technical cooperation” 
and John Gallagher, Chairman of the 
United States Industry Coalition, gave a 
keynote presentation.  Mr. Gallagher pre-
sented his organization’s goals and the 
steps the Coalition is taking within the 
framework of Russian-American technologi-
cal cooperation.  MARBC also organized an 
American mini-pavilion at the Forum.  In 
addition, along with the Moscow Entrepre-
neurs Association,  MARBC co-organized 
the innovation competition “Leader in the 
field of high technology” whose awards 
ceremony is held as part of the Forum.   

MARBC would like to extend an invitation to 
the 8th International Forum “High Technol-
ogy of the 21st Century” to be held April 23-
27, 2007.  As it did this year, MARBC will 
once again be coordinating American par-
ticipation in the Forum.  

The International Forum takes a two-part 
form, including both an international exhibi-
tion and a business conference. The Minis-
try of Industry and Energy, the Ministry of 
Defense, Federal agencies and Services, 

the Russian Academy of Science, and 
government of Moscow all take active 
parts in the development and direction of 
the Forum.   

The  “High Technology of the 21st Cen-
tury” international exhibition presents 
technological achievements in the fields 
of space, radio electronics and communi-
cations, information, atomic science, 
mechanical engineering and metal-
working, laser technologies, medicine 
and biotechnology, ecology, chemistry 
and new materials, alternative energy 
and energy- efficient technologies, and 
safety and security technology.  Partici-
pants include national and foreign busi-
nesses, and organizations specializing in 
the fields of high technology productions 
(particularly the defense industry enter-
prises), as state science centers, aca-
demic institutions, financial companies, 
and investment and venture enterprises.  

The Business portion of the Forum in-
cludes a series of seminars and round 
tables, illuminating the problems of inno-
vation activities and financing for scien-
tific projects.  Topics related to the attrac-
tion of investments into high technology, 
mechanisms for cooperation among 
academics and the private sector, intel-
lectual property, improving training sys-
tems for industry scientists, problems and 

solutions arising from large scale integra-
tion, and international cooperation in the 
field of high technology, will be among 
those discussed.  Russian regions will 
take an active part in the conference. 
Round tables and seminars will also be 
organized on the latest trends in science-
intensive industries, for example: laser 
technologies, alternative energy technolo-
gies, information technology, and others. 

MARBC together with the Committee for 
Innovation Technology and Venture Fi-
nancing of the Moscow Entrepreneurs 
Association, serves as a co-organizer of 
the innovation competition “Leader in the 
field of high technology.”  The annual com-
petition is run under the patronage of 
Chamber of Trade and Industry of the 
Russian Federation, and in association 
with the government of Moscow.  Projects 
are submitted throughout the year and 
judged in seven categories: information 
technology and electronics; transport, fuel, 
and energy; ecology and natural re-
sources; new materials; production tech-
nology; and consumer goods. The winners 
of the competition receive promotional 
support and advising through the Commit-
tee for Innovation Technology, and have 
the opportunity to exhibit and present their 
projects at the Forum. A presentation 
ceremony for the competition award win-
ners closes the Forum.  

Mid-Atlantic – Russia Business Council Coordinates 
American Participation at the 7th International Forum 

“High Technology of the 21st Century” in Moscow  
and Extends Invitation to the Event in 2007 
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The 5th Moscow International Specialized Exhibition  
BIOTECH WORLD 2007     

 
International Conference BIOTECHNOLOGY : STATE OF THE ART AND 

PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT  
March 12 - 16, 2007                     
More information coming soon. 

The 7th International Forum “High Technology of the 21st  Century” in Moscow, 2006 



The Mid-Atlantic Russia Business Council 
(MARBC) is pleased to support the “The Princess 
& the Patriot” exhibit, currently being held at the 
Museum of the American Philosophical Society in 
Philadelphia. The exhibit has been chosen to be 
part of various MARBC events and conferences 
during 2006, including hosting visiting delegations 
from Russia, because it illustrates the long history 
of Russian-American cooperation and technologi-
cal development.  MARBC encourages those 
interested in Russian history and the Age of 
Enlightenment to view the exhibit. 

“The Princess and the Patriot” exhibit is being 
held from February 17 – December 31, 2006 as 
part of the celebration of the 300th anniversary of 
the birth of Benjamin Franklin.  The exhibit pre-
sents Franklin’s life in a novel way, emphasizing 
his role as an Enlightenment thinker and placing 
him alongside Ekaterina Dashkova, an important 
figure in 18th century Russia.  Though the two 
came from very different backgrounds, both 
Franklin and Dashkova were profoundly influ-
enced by the ideas of the Enlightenment that had 
been developed in Western Europe.   Franklin 
made his mark as a scientist, a printer, and a 
politician, playing an important role in the develop-
ment of American democracy.  In 1743 he 
founded the American Philosophical Society, an 
internationally respected organization dedicated 
to scholarly pursuits. 

During the same era, Princess Ekaterina 
Dashkova was making a name for herself in her 
native Russia.  In 1762, at the age of only 18, she 
helped her friend Catherine Alexeyevna 
(Catherine the Great) take the Russian throne in a 
coup d’etat.  Ekaterina was an intellectual who 
studied literature and mathematics.  She traveled 
extensively in Europe and became a friend of 
major literary figures including Voltaire and 
Diderot.  Dashkova achieved further prominence 
as an intellectual when she was appointed as 
director of the Academy of Russian Language and 
the Russian Academy of Sciences.     

Franklin and Dashkova met face to face only once 
– in 1781 in Paris – but each developed a strong 
respect for the intellect and achievements of the 
other.  In 1789 Franklin nominated Dashkova to 
become a member of the American Philosophical 
Society, making her the only female member of 
the group.  In the same year, Franklin was nomi-
nated by Dashkova to join the Russian Academy 
of Sciences, making him its first American mem-
ber. 

In April, as a part of the 4th Semi-Annual Russian-
American Innovation Technology Week (RANIT) 

from April 6-12, 2006, the program included a visit 
to the exhibit and a Russian musical performance 
at Benjamin Franklin Hall, which complemented 
the exhibit. The Russian musical performance 
featured the group “Talisman,” which specializes 
in performing pieces by female Russian compos-
ers who were at the court of Catherine the Great.  
In the future, MARBC will include the exhibit as a 
part of the Russian Mayors Delegation’s visit to 
Philadelphia on July 12, 2006, when mayors and 
local government officials from the Russian Fed-
eration will visit the United States.  On October 5, 
2006, Russian participants of the Russian-
American Venture Industry Cooperation Program, 
who will be attending the Mid-Atlantic Venture 
Conference, will visit the exhibit.  MARBC also 
plans to include “The Princess and the Patriot” 
exhibit as a part of the program of the 5th Semi-
Annual Russian-American Innovation Technology 
Week, which will be held from November 13-17, 
2006.  The 5th Semi-Annual RANIT will include a 
panel discussion on Franklin and Dashkova and 
will be followed by a viewing of the exhibit.  
MARBC would also be pleased to support more 
Russian musical performances in the future.    

The Museum of the American Philosophical Soci-
ety is located at 104 South Fifth Street in Philadel-
phia.  For further information about the exhibit, 
visit http://www.amphilsoc.org/exhibitions.     

“The Princess & the Patriot” Exhibit 
Highlights Russian-American Cooperation 
and Technological Development Through 

the Lives of Ekaterina Dashkova and 
Benjamin Franklin  
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For further information about the events described in 
this newsletter, please contact Val Kogan, President 

of the MARBC: 
  

1760 MARKET STREET, SUITE 1100  
PHILADELPHIA, PA  19103  

TEL    (215) 708-2628 ·  (484) 467-7444                    
FAX    (215) 963-9104  

E-MAIL    INFO@MA-RBC.ORG ·  VAL@MA-RBC.ORG  

Contact in Russia: 
TEL    7(495) 509-3992 ·  7(495) 799-2560 

E-MAIL    Gor@ma-rbc.org  

About Mid-Atlantic - Russia Business Council:  

Since 1994, MARBC has worked to foster business relations        
between Russia and the Newly Independent States (NIS), and the 
U.S. Mid-Atlantic Region, while cultivating mutual appreciation of 

political, economic, cultural, and educational interests. Throughout 
the past twelve years, the goal of MARBC has been to enable    

companies based in the U.S. Mid-Atlantic Region to enhance their 
positions in Russia and the NIS, and to attract Russian businesses 

to the U.S. Mid-Atlantic Region.  
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